SPEECH @ “DAY @ RACES” @BELMONT
JUNE 26, 2010
Let me first start by saying, THANK YOU to all of you for coming out today.  I understand that many of you had to change your schedules or make a switch in your regular routine.  Many of Tom’s family members even came out to celebrate from as far away as Michigan and Oregon.  Thank you for that.  

I thank you all for making the effort to come out and support a cause that has become a focal point for me this past year.  Knowing we are doing some thing to help and support OTHERS has HELPED ME a GREAT deal.  

The one common denominator we all share is…Tom.   Our friend, maybe our teacher, our coach, our counselor, our mentor, our co-worker, our boss, our brother, our brother-in-law, our uncle, our nephew, our cousin, a son-in-law, a son…a husband.  We, too, share this tremendous loss.  

This year, as some of you can imagine, has been a struggle.  Without the support of so many of you, it would have been unbearable; and of course at times, it seems that way.  I didn’t know what that word, “support” really meant before this year.  I thought I did; and then I meet others that didn’t and still don’t have the support that I have.  

The support you have shown my families and I has been overwhelming.  I KNOW this is a comfort for Tom.  Above all, I know he worried…about the weather, about the shape I left my car in, about me losing my keys, about what was for dinner, about when the next shipment of wine Craig and Ronnie ordered would be in, about what time he’d get home to sit on his porch, about the Rangers making it to the playoffs and first round picks…about me.
My friends and family have been unbelievable.  Not only with outpouring help, support, love, and friendship…but with making this day a reality.  We knew from the start that we wanted to do something in memory of Tom.  That something HAD to be an important part of Tom and something Tom would take special interest in.  It didn’t take long before we realized that meeting at the track, playing the ponies, and raising funds for a college scholarship award WAS exactly how Tom would have wanted it!  We put our energies forth in positive ways and the result is…THIS!  Take a look around, THIS IS GREAT!   

Each year we hope to keep this going along with the scholarship award we have set up in Tom’s name at New Hyde Park, a place near and dear to him.  One of his major responsibilities at NHP was to run the scholarship awards night each June.  This encompassed a great amount of work done by the staff, students, and parents.  125 awards are given to seniors leaving the school and continuing on to a higher level of education.  This night consumed him at times.  He was always looking out for the best interest of the students.  The Thomas Maher Memorial Scholarship Award is actually one of, if not the biggest award the school now gives out.  A day like today will allow us to award one senior each June with a monetary scholarship.  This award is renewable each of the four years the student is attending college.  Ultimately, in four year’s time, four students will be benefiting from this award each year.  This year’s recipient is Clare Adams. On June 3rd she graciously accepted this award on behalf of all of us!  She is here today with her family.  Let’s give her a round of applause for her achievements!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Believe it or not, not long before June of last year, Tom asked me if I was going to have a party for him. 

I guess this is your party, pal.  Let’s all enjoy our day in memory of TM.  Remember Tom today and all his characteristics…but most of all, his smile and the way he loved to laugh and tell stories and the way he helped make us laugh and smile and share in those stories.

Have fun today!  Sit back, do your homework, win some money, share some stories, and listen to some of Tom’s favorite tunes.  

May the horse be with you! 

May you stand at the IRS window for a picture!

LET’s DO THIS!

