Thursday, May 31, 2012

I’ll start by introducing myself.  My name is Kimberly Maher, Mr. Thomas Maher’s wife.  Mr. Maher worked here at New Hyde Park not too long ago.  It’s important to emphasize just how much he loved it here.  

Tonight, I am here, in place of him, here to give out a scholarship award in his name.  This is an important night for the students here at New Hyde park, for their parents, as well as for myself and for our family and friends.  We miss Mr. Maher dearly and we cherish the time we spent with him and the valuable things we learned from him.  

Mr. Maher took education seriously; from the time he started school as a small child through his adult-life, when attending St. John’s University for various degrees. He worked hard for everything he got in life and he found his way through educating himself and others.

The scholarship that we set up in Mr. Maher’s name resonates certain aspects of what Mr. Maher was about, what he believed in, what kind of person he was at your age, and what kind of person he became as he grew to become an educator.  The recipient of the award should show: character, a sense of community, a desire to help and serve others, hard-work, high achieving academics, and above all possess a generous spirit.

The decision wasn’t an easy one…

This year is the first time we would like to award the scholarship to two students…not just one.

The first student chosen for this year’s award consistently worked hard over the past four years to achieve high academics, was part of the Art Honor Society, Foreign Language Honor Society, and Model U.N., just to name a few.  She was also an active member of the Varsity Softball team and a travel team here on Long Island.  This young lady was involved in various clubs and organizations both in school and outside of school within her community.  She managed all of these activities while holding down a part-time job in town.  She is quoted as possessing certain qualities that remind me of Mr. Maher.  Her counselor and teachers agree that this young woman is, “mature, responsible, intelligent, incredibly kind-hearted, has a  calm demeanor and has the ability to do it all and to do it well!”

The second student that will be awarded a scholarship in Mr. Maher’s name this evening is a young man that has overcome some difficult obstacles in life.  He is one heck of a writer and I hope, as an English teacher myself, he continues expressing himself through his writing.  I had the opportunity to read his college essay and his resume where I found he shares many of the same interests that Mr. Maher did.  For one, he obviously enjoys Math; being a Mathlete for three years.  Math was the subject area in which Mr. Maher taught before becoming a counselor.  His love of music shadows Mr. Maher’s as well, being a part of the school orchestra.  BUT,  the volunteerism that this young man was and still is involved in is overwhelming.  How this student devotes his time is a lesson to us all.  Being involved in community service both in school and outside of school, traveling to Bolivia as a group advisor  and teaching English to youngsters there, cleaning up their community, and  painting and building houses for them is something I personally am in awe of.  The desire to help those in need is something so important to this young man; he currently volunteers at LIJ’s Schneider’s Children’s Hospital.  All the while, balancing so much more in the way of clubs and organizations and managing to achieve high grades.  Coming from a small community myself, where the neighbors help one another in times of need, I quickly gravitated toward this student.  What he has accomplished in the four years of high school is more that most people will do in a lifetime.

I know Mr. Maher and I know he would be proud to name…both Kayla Robinson and Austin Jin… as this year’s recipients of The Thomas Maher Scholarship Award.  

Thank you for all of your hard work and accomplishments.  You deserve all the good things that await you in the future.

